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! Editorial Note 
This Asbury Theological Journal is dedicated to Professor 
Robert A. Traina on the occasion of his retirement from the 
faculty of Asbury Theological Seminary. 
Professor Traina was born on August 27, 1921, in Chicago, the 
son of Italian immigrants. His father was a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, but served as lay pastor to the Italian 
Mission Free Methodist Church in Melrose Park, Illinois. In this 
church Robert was nurtured in the Christian faith and first sensed 
the call to parish ministry at the age of 16. 
Professor Traina majored in religious studies and minored in 
Greek (classical and biblical) at Spring Arbor College and Seattle 
Pacific College. During these years his interest in biblical studies 
was kindled. While a student at Seattle Pacific, Professor Traina 
became aware of the program at The Biblical Seminary in New 
York; and in the fall of 1943 he and his new bride, Jane Odell, 
arrived in New York where he began his seminary education. 
The Biblical Seminary in New York, founded in 1900 by the 
Yale-educated Semitist Wilbert Webster White, had gained a 
worldwide reputation for the "inductive method" of the study of 
the English Bible. Courses in English Bible formed the center of 
the curriculum; the emphasis was upon the direct study of the 
Bible, and the goal was to allow the text to speak on its own 
terms, challenging all presuppositions and conforming the whole 
person to its message. Professor Traina found this approach to be 
a liberating experience. He had come to seminary, according to 
his own account, with a deductive personality, and the inductive 
approach changed his orientation to life and to the Bible. 
The Biblical Seminary emphasized effective and creative 
teaching, and professor Traina encountered there masters of the 
classroom, including Caroline Palmer, Dean Greer McKee, 
Howard Tillman Kuist (adjunct from Princeton Theological 
Seminary), and Edwin Lewis (adjunct from Drew Universi ty). 
Professor Traina excelled as a student at The Biblical Seminary, 
and the faculty, recognizing his extraordinary gifts, encouraged 
him to serve the church as a teacher in theological education. 
Indeed, they hired him as a member of the faculty upon his 
graduation from seminary. 
During his early years of teaching at The Biblical Seminary, 
Professor Traina became troubled at the lack of integration 
between English Bible and traditional exegesis. He judged that 
English Bible, as it was being taught at The Biblical Seminary, 
was not as comprehensive and specific as was needed to teach 
students effectively. Out of this concern, Professor Traina 
expanded and sharpened the method of English Bible. He 
developed it into an organized and comprehensive approach, 
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combining the unique f ea tu res of the inductive method as it had 
been taught over the years with the insights and tools of 
traditional exegesis. Professor Traina set forth his approach to 
inductive Bible study in his book, Methodical Bible Study, 
published in 1952. This book, translated into several languages, 
has been used in scores of colleges and seminaries around the 
world , and has served as the basis for many other works on Bible 
study. Its sales have averaged 2,500 copies a year. It would be 
difficult to overestimate the effect this book has had on the 
Church. 
In the early 1960s, The Biblical Seminary in New York 
experienced a time of transition , resulting in a radical change in 
the nature of the seminary itself. At this time, Professor Traina 
concluded that he could best minister elsewhere; and in 1966, 
having just earned his Ph.D. from Drew University, he accepted 
an invitation to join the faculty of Asbury Theological Seminary 
as a professor of English Bible. After serving as academic dean 
and vice president for academic administration from 1967 to 1975, 
he resumed full-time teaching in English Bible, from which he 
will retire at the end of the academic year 1987-88. 
In addition to Methodical Bible Study, Professor Traina's 
scholarly contributions include two chapters in Interpreting God 's 
Word for Today : An Inquiry into Hermeneutics from a Biblical 
Theological Perspecti ve. vol 11 , Warner Press, Anderson, IN, 1982, 
and articles in Baker's Dictionary of Christian Ethics, Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids, MI, 1973, Christianity Today, and The 
Asbury S eminarian. He is currently engaged in writing a sequel to 
Methodical Bible Study. But Professor Traina's most enduring 
influence will no doubt be found in the lives and ministries of his 
students. 
The contributors to this issue of the Asbury Theological 
Journal have been chosen from among the most eminent of 
Professor Traina's teachers, colleagues and students. Dr. David L. 
McKenna, president of Asbury Theological Seminary, writes the 
tribute. Dr. William J. Abraham, a memeber of the faculty at 
Perkins School of Theology, Southern Methodist University, 
addresses the difficult issue of authorial intentionality in the 
interpretave process . Dr. Jerry H. Gill , associate professor of 
religious studies at the College of St. Rose in Albany, New York, 
and a widely recognized philosopher in his own right, contributes 
an article dealing with contemporary philosophical problems 
surrounding hermeneutics. Dr. Eugene Lemcio, professor of 
religion at Seattle Pacific University, explores the redaction of the 
"love commands" in the synoptic Gospels in the light of Pirke 
'Abot 1:2(3). Dr. Donald G . Miller, who has served on the 
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faculties of The Biblical Seminary in New York, Union 
Theological Seminary in Virginia and as president of Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary, and whose impressive career includes major 
works in biblical studies, theology and preaching, offers a 
challenging discussion of the New Testament concept of "witness ." 
Finally, Dr. Robert W. Lyon, professor of New Testament 
interpretation at Asbury Theological Seminary, looks again at the 
interpretation of a crucial passage in the Gospel of John. 
It is my hope that this issue will serve as a worthy tribute to 
one of the great teachers in the Church. 
DA YID R. BAUER, Ptt.D . 
Guest Editor 
